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LEMON GROVE COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
JOINT VENTURE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 

FOR ENHANCED EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 
 
 
THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this      day of      , 2002 by and between the 
County of San Diego, hereinafter referred to as the “COUNTY”, the Lemon Grove School 
District, hereinafter referred to as "DISTRICT", and the City of Lemon Grove, hereinafter 
referred to as the "APPLICANT”. 

WITNESSETH: 
 
WHEREAS, COUNTY, DISTRICT, and APPLICANT actively support and endorse the concept 
of working together to provide enhanced educational services for Lemon Grove’s K-12 school 
children, and 
WHEREAS, the APPLICANT is applying for library construction grant funds, pursuant to the 
"California Reading and Literacy Improvement and Public Library Construction and Renovation 
Bond Act of 2000" set forth in Education Code sections 19985 through 20011 (Proposition 14, 
approved by voters in March, 2000), and  
WHEREAS, the COUNTY will operate the new library facility as the provider of direct library 
services, and  
WHEREAS, the COUNTY maintains resources that directly benefit the K-12 population, and 
WHEREAS, the DISTRICT developed a local wide-area network (LemonLINK) as a resource 
that directly benefits the K-12 population, and 
WHEREAS, COUNTY, DISTRICT, and APPLICANT desire to enter into this agreement to 
provide cooperative library services, and  
WHEREAS, the APPLICANT, in the role of grant recipient, will monitor the services described 
herein to ensure the provision of joint use cooperative services.  
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and mutual benefits which will accrue to 
the parties hereto in carrying out the terms of this Agreement, it is mutually understood and 
agreed as follows: 

1. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
• COUNTY will manage, staff, operate, provide direct library services, provide 

standard San Diego County Library technology services, and provide cooperative 
library services as outlined below.   

• COUNTY and APPLICANT will jointly provide operational funding, according to the 
terms of the operating agreement between COUNTY and APPLICANT.   

• DISTRICT will design, install, implement, manage, maintain, and provide technical 
assistance as related to providing cooperative library services (LemonLINK) outlined 
below.   

• APPLICANT will fund LemonLINK equipment and services, subject to an agreement 
to be entered into between the DISTRICT and APPLICANT prior to the provision of 
such equipment and services. 
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• APPLICANT will own, fund, manage, staff, and maintain the library facility and 
grounds.   

2. DESCRIPTION OF JOINT LIBRARY SERVICES 
COUNTY, DISTRICT, and APPLICANT have reviewed the categories of eligible joint use 
cooperative services.  All parties agree that, based on needs derived from the 
Community Library Needs Assessment, the goals and objectives of the Library Plan of 
Service, the resources and technology available through the COUNTY, and the 
uniqueness of the resources and technology (LemonLINK) developed by the DISTRICT, 
the following combination of eligible services to be submitted under Other Library 
Services will best serve DISTRICT students at the current time.   
Given that: 

• COUNTY staff is proficient in research skills.  

• COUNTY maintains a 1.5 million-item print collection and access to on-line research 
databases, books, magazines, reference books, newspapers, English and Spanish 
encyclopedias, and specialized databases of particular interest to students. 

• COUNTY and DISTRICT will house electronic and telecommunications equipment in 
the Lemon Grove Library to support access to COUNTY and LemonLINK collections 
and services. 

• DISTRICT students have needs for homework assistance. 

• DISTRICT students and parents/caregivers have needs for computer literacy 
assistance. 

• Seasonal DISTRICT curriculum often creates a high demand for specific public 
library materials and collections (i.e., California missions or science).   

COUNTY and DISTRICT commit to providing the following enhanced library services for 
DISTRICT students and their parents/caregivers.  

• COUNTY will collaborate with DISTRICT library representative on library resource 
training for each school year. 

• COUNTY staff will provide research skills instruction and be available for research 
related questions for specific homework assignments. 

• COUNTY staff will develop temporary reserves and limits for circulating collections to 
accommodate teacher requests, within the limitations of COUNTY and its access to 
County resources.   

• DISTRICT will designate computer workstations, linked to LemonLINK resources, 
programs, and data, for student homework after every school day.   

• DISTRICT will provide self-guided computer literacy software, ranging from the very 
basic (keyboarding) to beginning and intermediate word processing and 
spreadsheets.   

• DISTRICT will train COUNTY staff, as needed, to meet on-site LemonLINK software 
resource needs.   

• DISTRICT will publicize the enhanced library services available at the Lemon Grove 
Virginia Thren Library to its students, parents/caregivers, and faculty. 
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3. LIBRARY HOURS OF SERVICE 
Subject to annual budget review and approval by the Board of Supervisors, the library 
will be open concurrently for the public and students Monday through Saturday, a total of 
50 hours per week.  To better serve the K-12 population, eight computer workstations 
will be designated for student homework on school days from 2:30 p.m. until closing. 
Monday 10:00 - 8:00 Thursday 10:00 - 6:00 
Tuesday 10:00 - 6:00 Friday 10:00 - 5:00 
Wednesday 10:00 - 8:00 Saturday 10:00 - 5:00 

4. STAFFING 
COUNTY will provide library staff. Initial staffing will be comprised of the following 
classifications, subject to review and approval by the Board of Supervisors during annual 
budget review. 
Qty Classification Qty Classification 
1 Librarian II 1 Library Technician II 
1 Librarian I (Children’s Librarian) 6 Library Technician I 
1 Library Technician III 1 Library Page 

5. VOLUNTEERS 
While COUNTY and DISTRICT will both continue to utilize volunteers to enhance K-12 
student services in the library setting, specific goals and objectives will not be addressed 
within the confines of this cooperative agreement.    

6. LOCATION OF PROJECT 
The Lemon Grove Virginia Thren Library will be located in the Civic Center Block, two 
blocks from Lemon Grove Middle School (one of two in the school district), and three 
blocks from Golden Avenue Elementary School (one of six in the school district).  The 
site is within walking distance to a trolley station and five bus stops for the convenience 
of other local school children.   

7. OWNERSHIP OF SITE, FACILITY, FURNISHINGS, EQUIPMENT, & LIBRARY 
MATERIALS 

• COUNTY will own/lease the library materials, staff computers, public access 
computers, phone system, &related office equipment. Except as provided below, 
County will own and provide computer software licenses and electronic database 
licenses per the County’s information technology contracts. 

• DISTRICT will own related LemonLINK software licenses.   

• APPLICANT will own the site, facility, furnishings, fixtures, and LemonLINK 
computers and related equipment.   

8. FUNDING 
• As a branch of the San Diego County Library system, the COUNTY will provide 

operational funding from a combination of property taxes, General Fund, and State 
library funds.  All funding is subject to annual budget review and approval by the 
Board of Supervisors. 



Page 4 

• APPLICANT’s General Fund will be used to fund facility maintenance, LemonLINK 
maintenance and upgrades, and supplemental operational funds, as necessary.   

• APPLICANT will work with the DISTRICT to identify grant sources to enhance 
combined school and public library activities.   

9. FACILITY OPERATION 
• APPLICANT will manage and maintain the facility, both building and grounds.   

• COUNTY will operate the facility, and will manage and maintain County electronic 
and telecommunications equipment, circulation services and electronic catalogs.   

• DISTRICT will manage and maintain LemonLINK.   

10. REVIEW AND MODIFICATION PROCESS 
COUNTY and DISTRICT agree to review the conditions of this agreement on an annual 
basis, and update strategies, as necessary, to meet the needs of its K-12 population, 
based on DISTRICT curriculum and identified gaps.   

11. FIELD ACT 
This project will not be subject to Field Act requirements, set forth in Education Code 
section 17280 et seq.  The building will not be located on school property, will not be 
designed to be used for school purposes, the primary use of the building will be for other 
than educational purposes.  The building will not provide space for required educational 
purposes for more than 24 K-12 pupils at any one time. 

12. 20-YEAR COMMITMENT 
The parties to this agreement hereby commit to providing joint use library services, 
consistent with the intent of this cooperative agreement, for a period of not less than 20 
years.  The term of this agreement shall be effective two months prior to the opening of 
the new library, subject to Education Code sections 19985 through 20011 (Proposition 
14) grant award.   

13. EDUCATION CODE ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
This agreement hereby acknowledges and incorporates California Education Code 
section 19999 and Library Bond Act Regulations section 20440 (e) (3) (G), which require 
the provision of public library direct services for 40 years.   

14. ENHANCED SERVICE LEVEL 
DISTRICT or APPLICANT may request additional educational library services, beyond 
that provided by this Agreement, including additional staffing and/or days and/or hours of 
operation.  COUNTY shall make its best effort to accommodate requests in this regard.  
Additional library services may be purchased from the COUNTY at a rate to be 
determined by mutual written agreement of all parties.  All requests by the DISTRICT or 
APPLICANT for additional services shall be made in writing to the COUNTY. 
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15. CHANGE IN LIBRARY SERVICE PROVIDER 
Should the APPLICANT withdraw from the COUNTY Library System or the “Agreement 
Between the City of Lemon Grove and the County of San Diego for the Provision of 
Library Services” terminate, this Agreement would terminate.   
In the event of a change in library services provider, APPLICANT commits to including 
appropriate joint use library services provisions in all agreements with all subsequent 
providers of library services.   

16. NOTICES 
All communications to either party by the other shall be deemed given when made in 
writing and delivered or mailed to such party at its respective address as follows: 

COUNTY  DISTRICT  APPLICANT 
Library Director  Superintendent  City Manager 

San Diego County Library  Lemon Grove School District  City of Lemon Grove 
5555 Overland Ave., Bldg. 15  8025 Lincoln St.  3232 Main St. 

San Diego, CA  92123  Lemon Grove, CA  91945  Lemon Grove, CA  91945

17. DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

The parties agree to provide each other with written notice of nonperformance, 
unsatisfactory performance, or any other dispute arising from the terms of this 
Agreement within thirty (30) days of the deficiency or dispute being identified.  The 
parties shall have thirty (30) days from receipt of said written notice to correct any 
performance deficiencies.  The parties agree to cooperate in good faith to resolve any 
performance issue or dispute arising from this Agreement.  In the event any dispute 
cannot be resolved under these procedures, each party retains such legal and equitable 
remedies as it may have under law to enforce this Agreement. 

18. INDEMNIFICATION 
18.1 COUNTY, its officers, agents, and employees shall not be deemed to have 

assumed any liability for the negligence or any other act or omission of 
DISTRICT and/or APPLICANT or any of its officers or employees, or for any 
dangerous or defective condition of any property of DISTRICT and/or 
APPLICANT.  DISTRICT and/or APPLICANT shall indemnify and hold COUNTY, 
its officers, agents, employees and independent contractors free and harmless 
from any claim or liability whatsoever, based or asserted upon the condition of 
any property of DISTRICT and/or APPLICANT, or upon any act or omission of 
DISTRICT and/or APPLICANT, its officers, agents, employees, subcontractors 
and independent contractors related to this Agreement, for property damage, 
bodily injury or death or any other element of damage of any kind or nature, and 
DISTRICT and/or APPLICANT shall defend at its expense including attorney 
fees, COUNTY, its officers, agents, employees and independent contractors in 
any legal action or claim of any kind, based upon such condition of DISTRICT 
and/or APPLICANT property, or alleged acts or omissions. 
COUNTY shall indemnify and hold DISTRICT and/or APPLICANT, its officers, 
agents, employees and independent contractors free and harmless from any 
claim or liability whatsoever, based or asserted upon any act or omission of 
COUNTY, its officers, agents, employees, subcontractors and independent 
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contractors related to this Agreement, for property damage, bodily injury or death 
or any other element of damage of any kind or nature, and COUNTY shall defend 
at its expense including attorney fees, DISTRICT and/or APPLICANT, its officers, 
agents, employees and independent contractors in any legal action or claim of 
any kind, based upon such alleged acts or omissions. 

18.2 DISTRICT, its officers, agents, and employees shall not be deemed to have 
assumed any liability for the negligence or any other act or omission of COUNTY 
and/or APPLICANT or any of its officers or employees, or for any dangerous or 
defective condition of any property of COUNTY and/or APPLICANT.  COUNTY 
and/or APPLICANT shall indemnify and hold DISTRICT, its officers, agents, 
employees and independent contractors free and harmless from any claim or 
liability whatsoever, based or asserted upon the condition of any property of 
COUNTY and/or APPLICANT, or upon any act or omission of COUNTY and/or 
APPLICANT, its officers, agents, employees, subcontractors and independent 
contractors related to this Agreement, for property damage, bodily injury or death 
or any other element of damage of any kind or nature, and COUNTY and/or 
APPLICANT shall defend at its expense including attorney fees, DISTRICT, its 
officers, agents, employees and independent contractors in any legal action or 
claim of any kind, based upon such condition of COUNTY and/or APPLICANT 
property, or alleged acts or omissions. 
DISTRICT shall indemnify and hold COUNTY and/or APPLICANT, its officers, 
agents, employees and independent contractors free and harmless from any 
claim or liability whatsoever, based or asserted upon any act or omission of 
DISTRICT, its officers, agents, employees, subcontractors and independent 
contractors related to this Agreement, for property damage, bodily injury or death 
or any other element of damage of any kind or nature, and DISTRICT shall 
defend at its expense including attorney fees, COUNTY and/or APPLICANT, its 
officers, agents, employees and independent contractors in any legal action or 
claim of any kind, based upon such alleged acts or omissions. 

18.3 APPLICANT, its officers, agents, and employees shall not be deemed to have 
assumed any liability for the negligence or any other act or omission of COUNTY 
and/or DISTRICT or any of its officers or employees, or for any dangerous or 
defective condition of any property of COUNTY and/or DISTRICT.  COUNTY 
and/or DISTRICT shall indemnify and hold APPLICANT, its officers, agents, 
employees and independent contractors free and harmless from any claim or 
liability whatsoever, based or asserted upon the condition of any property of 
COUNTY and/or DISTRICT, or upon any act or omission of COUNTY and/or 
DISTRICT, its officers, agents, employees, subcontractors and independent 
contractors related to this Agreement, for property damage, bodily injury or death 
or any other element of damage of any kind or nature, and COUNTY and/or 
DISTRICT shall defend at its expense including attorney fees, APPLICANT, its 
officers, agents, employees and independent contractors in any legal action or 
claim of any kind, based upon such condition of COUNTY and/or DISTRICT 
property, or alleged acts or omissions. 
APPLICANT shall indemnify and hold COUNTY and/or DISTRICT, its officers, 
agents, employees and independent contractors free and harmless from any 
claim or liability whatsoever, based or asserted upon any act or omission of 
APPLICANT, its officers, agents, employees, subcontractors and independent 
contractors related to this Agreement, for property damage, bodily injury or death 
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or any other element of damage of any kind or nature, and APPLICANT shall 
defend at its expense including attorney fees, COUNTY and/or DISTRICT, its 
officers, agents, employees and independent contractors in any legal action or 
claim of any kind, based upon such alleged acts or omissions. 
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19. EXECUTION 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Joint Use Cooperative 
Agreement to be executed the day and year first written. 
 
COUNTY: DISTRICT: 
County of San Diego Lemon Grove School District 
  
  
  
By:  By: L. McLean King 
   Superintendent 
  
Approved as to form by: Approved as to form by: 

 
 
 

County Counsel Laura D. Romano, Counsel for the Board 
  
  
  
APPLICANT:  
City of Lemon Grove  
  
  
  
By: Robert J. Richardson  
 City Manager  
  
Approved as to form by:  
  
  
  
Gloria, McLean, City Attorney  

 


